AB 19 (Santiago, Chiu, McCarty)
The California Community College Promise

Bill Summary

Need for AB 19

AB 19 creates the California Community College
(CCC) Promise Program to provide tuition-free
education at a CCC for one academic year for all
first-time, full-time (12 units or more) students who
submit a FAFSA or Dream application.

Existing Law

The CCC Board of Governor’s Fee Waiver (BOGFW)
waives enrollment fees ($46/unit) for students who
(1) meet residency criteria; (2) maintain minimum
academic and progress standards; and (3)
demonstrate financial need via various methods
(Education Code § 76300).

Background

In 2025, California faces an estimated shortage of
one million college degree and certificate holders
needed to sustain the state’s workforce.

To help meet this demand, AB 19 enacts a CCC
Promise Program to provide a year of tuition-free
education to all first-time, full-time, CCC students.

By creating a college-going culture throughout
California, this measure will expand access to
financial aid, promote equity, increase enrollment,
help improve academic performance, and boost
completion rates.

Support

In 2015, former President Obama proposed two
years of tuition-free community college for eligible
students. Modeled off the Tennessee Promise
(which provides two years tuition-free at a
community or technical college in Tennessee to
certain state residents) and California’s own Long
Beach Promise (which provides one year tuition-
free to eligible students), Obama’s proposal has
prompted extensive debate across the nation on
college access and affordability.

Realizing the benefits of such programs, many
community college districts throughout California—
and across the U.S.—have implemented local
Promise Programs.1 These Promise Programs have
been demonstrated to:

e Expand access to financial aid;
Promote equity;

Increase enrollment;

Improve academic performance; and
Boost college completion rates.
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